Bringing a Spotlight to Springfield: Why You Should Support the Mark Banks Sports
Medicine Complex

Springfield Memorial Hospital Chief Executive Officer John Lewis

In the months since Springfield Memorial Hospital announced plans for the Mark Banks
Sports Medicine Complex, the community has been abuzz with opinions. While many residents
are thrilled about the project, some have expressed concerns.

The Springfield Families Facebook group has seen its share of debates. Janice Jones, a
vocal critic and leader of the anti-complex initiative within the group, shared her perspective:

“Is the construction really worth it?”” she wrote. “This addition is an invitation to
overcrowding and doesn’t serve the best interests of our community. Is it the Springfield hospital
or a hospital for the Steelers?”

Though her concerns are understandable, | firmly believe the benefits of this facility far
outweigh any potential drawbacks. The Mark Banks Sports Medicine Complex, named in honor
of a local legend, promises to bring new energy and opportunity to Springfield. This project is
not only a good idea; it is a transformative investment in our town’s future.

Economic Growth and Job Creation

The complex will create 120 new jobs, including positions for sports medicine
physicians, physical therapists, nutritionists, and support staff. These roles represent more than
just employment opportunities—they bring expertise and talent to Springfield.

As new professionals join our community, they’ll frequent local businesses, from
restaurants to retail stores, helping to stimulate the economy. The facility will also draw athletes,
teams, and their families to Springfield, boosting tourism in our downtown shops and restaurants.

The Mark Banks Sports Medicine Complex will position Springfield as a regional hub for
health and wellness, benefiting everyone from small business owners to taxpayers.

Honoring a Local Legend

Coach Mark Banks was more than a football coach—he was a pillar of our community.
During his 27 years as head coach of the Springfield High School Bulldogs, he inspired countless
young athletes to pursue excellence on and off the field. Beyond sports, he was deeply involved
in community service, volunteering at the Roebling Museum and serving as a Rotarian and a
board member of Springfield Memorial Hospital.

Naming the complex after Coach Banks is a fitting tribute to his legacy. It reflects his
passion for sports safety, athletic training, and education. The facility will continue his work by
providing resources to prevent injuries, enhance performance, and promote healthy competition
at every level—from youth leagues to college athletes.

Investing in Community Wellness



Springfield Memorial Hospital has always been committed to holistic care, and the Mark
Banks Sports Medicine Complex is no exception. The facility will provide far more than injury
treatment. With offerings such as nutritional counseling, mental health support, and performance
optimization programs, it will serve as a wellness hub for the entire community.

Athletes of all levels—whether they are high school football players or weekend
pickleball enthusiasts—will no longer need to travel to larger cities for advanced care. With
cutting-edge technology, from motion capture systems to virtual reality rehabilitation, the
complex will ensure Springfield residents have access to world-class treatment close to home.

Jennifer Monaco, our director of patient services, said, “To have a dedicated facility for
local athletes will be an important addition to our community, and | am hopeful we will be able
to provide services and education for athletes at all levels.”

The complex’s comprehensive approach to wellness will benefit Springfield in ways that
extend far beyond sports. By focusing on injury prevention, recovery, and performance, we are
creating a healthier, stronger community.

Welcoming Change and Growth

Change often brings uncertainty, but the Mark Banks Sports Medicine Complex is an
opportunity for Springfield to shine. This project benefits everyone—from athletes to local
business owners—and strengthens our town’s reputation as a leader in healthcare and innovation.
Honor the legacy of a man who gave so much to our community and welcome a new chapter of
excellence in healthcare and sports medicine.

We should embrace this groundbreaking project with open arms, rather than dwelling on
the “what ifs.” Let’s seize this opportunity to bring a spotlight to Springfield. Together.



